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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The Eighth meeting of the Latin Club 

The eighth regular meeting of the New York 
Latin Gub is called for Saturday, February 28, at 
12 m, in the Hotel Albert, corner of University 
Place and Eleventh street, New York. Professor 
E P Morris, of Yale University, will address the 
dub on The Character of Cicero. All persons who 
are interested, whether teachers of Latin or not, are 
cordially invited to be present The plan is to serve 
luncheon (50 cents a plate for everybody) at 12 it, 
promptly, so that there shall be no delay. The ad- 
dress will follow the luncheon, and adjournment will 
occur about 2 p m, thus leaving the afternoon still 
unbroken for those who attend. Please send a pos- 
tal card at once to the Secretary, Mr A L Hodges, 
Hotel Albert, New York, if you intend to be present, 
so as to inform Mr Frehkel, the proprietor of the 
Iiotel, how many to expect Please attend to this at 
once. 

The Latin Club is very democratic in character and 
the above is the only sort of invitation thatis issued. 

Out-of-town teachers may find it convenient to be 
in the city on the day announced. 

Information as to the conditions of membership 
in The Latin Club can be had at this meeting, or by 
referring to No 50 of The Latin Leaflet, or by ad- 
dressing the Secretary. 

H F Towle, President 
A L Hodges, Secretary 

Professor Morgan's Address Before 
The New York Latin Club 



IN FOUR PARTS— PART ID 



This little story teaches another lesson. You will 
observe that Pompey did not leave the language of 
his inscription to be selected by his architect, but 
consulted those whose business it was to know about 
such things. It would be well if his example were 
followed in modern times. What extraordinary 
specimens of language and of the alphabet do our 
architects inflict upon us in their inscriptions on 
public buildings, and even upon university buildings. 
Take a simple point, this matter of Roman numerals. 
Since the twentieth century came in, how often we 
see M'CM used for 1000. This is, of course, an 



abbreviation, and is no more in place than an apos- 
trophe and two zeros would be; or "naughty- 
naught" as the students call it. We do find abbre- 
viations of numerals in Roman tombstone Latin, and 
in carelessly made inscriptions where the stone cutter 
has not carefully calculated his space; but I venture 
to say that we shall not find IV, IX, or similar 
abbreviations in any carefully made public inscrip- 
tion of the classical Romans. Then again, if our 
modern inscription is to be in the Latin language, 
the letter M should not be used at all ; for, of course, 
it does not stand for the numeral until the second 
century A D. The proper numeral sign should be 
employed, which looks something like an 8 turned 
on its side. But if the inscription is to be English, 
why use Roman numerals in it ? Our Arabic figures 
are far handsomer and infinitely less clumsy than the 
Roman numerals, and we can be pretty sure that the 
Romans, who were the most practical people that 
ever lived before Americans were invented, would 
have been quick to give up their bungling method 
had they been acquainted with the Arabic. 

I have spoken of abbreviations. Much is to be 
learned from them in various ways. A very interest- 
ing deduction has lately been made from them by 
Professor Traube, the eminent Latin palaeographer. 
There are, as you know, in the Vatican Library, two 
illustrated MSS of Virgil. About the age of one 
of these, the Romanus, there has been much discus- 
sion. Formerly it was thought to have been written 
in the fourth century; but more recently arguments 
have been adduced pointing to a later date, and 
now Traube has shown from certain abbreviations 
found in it that it cannot possibly be earlier than 
the sixth century. 

The illustrations of these two MSS of Virgil de- 
serve, I think, far more attention than is paid to 
them in the teaching of Virgil in our schools. In 
one or two of our editions there are rude cuts in 
outline made from pretty old engravings from them; 
but these give you no idea whatever of the originals, 
which are not outline drawings, but regular paintings 
in the miniature style. The Vatican Library, under 
the very liberal new policy of his Holiness, the 
present Pope, himself a Latin scholar of much ability, 
has lately published photographic facsimiles of 
these two MSS including all the illustrations. 
Unfortunately the edition is limited in number and 
the price is high, but the books ought to be found 
in every great library: e g, that of Columbia Uni- 
versity. It would add greatly to the interest of 
schoolboys and schoolgirls who are studying Virgil 
it they had. copies of these ancient pictures before 
them. And in these days of universal photography 
it ought not to be a difficult thing to bring to pas3. 
The teacher might get permission to make photo- 
graphs with his own camera from the library cooy 
of the book, or if he is not himself an expert in 
photography, he is pretty sure to find among his 



